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dantly attest * We have within the last few months
taken special measures for improving and facilitating
the preparation of rhea fibre.'l

1 There is, perhaps, no country in the world in which
the State has so immediate and direct an interest in
such questions. The Government of India is not
only a Government, but the chief landlord. The land
revenue, which yields twenty millions sterling of her
annual income, is derived from that proportion of the
rent which belongs to the State, and not to individual
proprietors. Throughout the greater part of India,
every measure for the improvement of the land
enhances the value of the property of the State. The
duties which in England are performed by a good
landlord, fall in India, in a great measure, upon the
Government. Speaking generally, the only Indian
landlord who can command the requisite knowledge
and capital is the State.

I The Government has always, at least by its legis-
lation, recognised this duty.    The system of giving
advances of public money, called takdvt, has prevailed
more or less since 1793 up to the present time.    The
security is complete; the land is responsible for the
repayment    This system is identical with that which
has been carried out in England and Ireland by means
of the Land Improvement Acts.    We are satisfied
that the principle may receive a wider development
than has hitherto been given to it.

'Advances of money should be usually made for
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